HOUSING
a higher salary than he did, and wondered what view an
Englishman would take on this matter!
A young Englishwoman, with a daughter six months old,
whose husband is an important engineer in Moscow and
who is fortunate to have two small rooms, said that she
immensely preferred life in a flat. She could go out in the
evening and ask a neighbour to keep an eye on the baby;
there was a mechanic ready at any time to repair anything
that went wrong; die flat was cleaned cheaply and effectively.
Even if she had a garden there would be no time to look
after it, and in any case it would only be useful during the
few months of summer.
The Mossoviet authorities pointed out that the policy of
keeping the area of Moscow down to 6o3ooo hectares and
of having a ten-kilometre forest belt round it, combined with
the electrification of all the railways and the building of
great main roads radiating from the centre of the city^
meant that it would in future be exceedingly easy to get
out to rest-homes and country clubs, situated in beautiful
country just outside the city. Such rest-homes are already
being built, and a very large proportion of the population
will in future be able to get out, not only on rest-days but on
fine evenings, and to enjoy country air and sunshine under
the pleasantest possible conditions.
Such is the case for tenements; undoubtedly it is a very
strong one under the conditions of Moscow* I did find a
few unofficial Russians who said they would prefer a separate
house. There are a large number of cottages and houses
called "dachas" round Moscow; the great majority of them
are used for the summer months only. We went out along
one of the main roads on a rest-day in September and found
a continual stream of lorries, carrying a family and its
furniture back from the summer dacha to Moscow. The
question is being discussed whether it would not be possible
to make these houses fit for use in winter, or to build
new dachas suitable for habitation all the year round. As
communications improve, this will become easily practicable
from the transport point of view* Although I found very
little sympathy for this idea in Mossoviet circles, I was
interested to hear from the chief constructional engineer
of the Commissariat of Heavy Industry, whom I met just
before leaving Moscow, that he had on the instructions of
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